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Both the Vaghelas, father and son, held their court
at Dholka. Under their strong rule, the kingdom again
became powerful. Except for an unsuccessful invasion
in 1194 by a Muslim army headed by Kutb-ud-din Aibak,
Gujarata was happy. In 1242 Bhima, who had outlived
three generations of viceregents, died and Viradhavala's
son, Visaladeva, formally occupied the throne of Patana.
During his vigorous reign of nineteen years, he revived
the golden prime of Jayasinha Siddharaja, and assumed,
with some justification, the dignity of Maharajadhiraja.
He was the last great Hindu king of Gujarata.
On his death in c. 1261, his throne was occupied by
Arjuna up to c. 1264; by Saranga from c. 1265 to 1296 ;
and by Karna, popularly known as ghelo or crazy, from c.
1296 to c. i304. After Visaladeva's death, petty wars des-
troyed the power of Patana, which soon came to rule over
ofily a small part of North Gujarata and Kathiavada. In or
about 1297, Ulugh Khan, the brother of Sultan Alla-ud-din
Khilji occupied Patana, sacked the temple of Somanatha
and laid waste the country. The end of the thirteenth
century of the Christian era saw the end of self-governed
Gujarata.
The period from c. 1200 to 1250, when the great
Vaghelas presided over the destinies of the country,
represented a half century of great activity in the fields
both of conquest and literature. Lavanaprasada, Viradha-
vala, and Visaladeva were warriors, administrators and
patrons of literature. They also knew how to choose
their servants well and wisely. About c. 1220 Viradhavala
invited the two brothers, Vastupala and Tejahpala, sons
of a Jaina, merchant, Asaraja, to become ministers of
state. Rich and religiously disposed, they soon proved to
be great warriors and statesmen. Jaina, Hindu, and even
Muslim shrines shared their generosity- They erected
temples and patronised art, their temples at Abu being
monuments of Indian art. Vastupala was married to
Lalitadevi, Tejahpala to Anupadevi. Both ladies assisted
the ministers in their work and were held in great esteea^
The statesmanship and valour of the brothers gave to
Gujarata its last Maharajadhiraja in Visaladeva. Vastupala

